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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA'S PAPAL AUDIENCE 
REF: ROME 13999 

1 . WE NOTE WITH INTEREST ACCOUNT OF PRES BOURGUIBA 
DEC 14 PRIVATE AUDIENCE WITH POPE PAUL AS DESCRIBED 
BY THE VATICAN DESK OFPICER POR MIDDLE EAST. WHILE 
AS YET WE HAVE NO DIRECT INPORMATION CONCERNING THIS 
MEETING, LOCAL PRESS ON DEC 14 REPORTED PRES 
BOURGUIBA'S PRESS CONPERENCE IN ROME FOLLOWING THIS 
MEETING IN WHICH HE STATED THAT HE HAD MADE A 
SPECIPIC PROPOSAL TO THE POPE CONCERNING JERUSALEM. 

ACCORDING TO THE PRESS BOURGUIBA SUGGESTED TO THE POPE THAT AS 
"A COMPROMISE" JERUSALEM REMAIN A UNITED CITY BUT 
WITH A MAYORSHIP TO BE HELD PERIODICALLY BY A REPRE- 
SENTATIVE FROM THE THREE COMMUNITIES (MUSLIM, JEWISH 
AND CHRISTIAN) LIVING IN THE CITY. THE PRESIDENT 
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STATED THAT THIS PROPOSAL "HAD FOUND A FAVORABLE 
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ECHO" AND THAT THE POPE WAS *VERY SATISIEIED WITH IT". 

2. THE LOCAL PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT BOURGUIBA 
DISCUSSED WITH THE POPE THE POSSIBILITY OF A CALL ON 
HIM BY PRESIDENT NUMEIRI OF THE SUDAN AND HAILE 
SELLASSIE OF ETHIOPIA. THE PRESIDENT WAS QUOTED AS 
SAYING THAT HE HAD RAISED THIS MATTER AT "HIS OWN 
INITIATIVE" ALTHOUGH THE IDEA HAD BEEN CLEARED BY 
THE LEADERS THEMSELVES WITH KING EAISAL. 

3. COMMENT: CONTRADICTION BETWEEN BOURGUIBA AND VATICAN 
ACCOUNTS OE BOURGUIBA MEETING WITH POPE SUGGESTS EITHER 
VATICAN NOT TELLING US EVERYTHING OR BOURGUIBA IS 
EMBROIDERING. 
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